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In the Year 1682 an A& pafled entitled ¢ An A& explaining an A& concerning Port Da-
«¢ ties, and Mafters of Ships,” which after reciting the original A& of 1661, exaltly accord-
ing to the above Copy, * enacls, That no Veflel, or Veflels, whatfoever, properly belonging to
¢ "this Province, coming in, and Trading within this Province, fhall pay, or be charged with an
¢« Part Duties, or Anchorage, whatfoever, other than Five Shillings for Clearing, and Five Shil-
¢ lings for Entering, at the refpective Entries and Clearing of cach reipedtive %eﬁ'el belonging
¢ to this Province.”

In Auguft Seflion 1681, when the explanatory A&, juft cited, was under Confideratlon, the
Lower Houfe, in a Meflage, propofed ¢ that Provifion might be made, to encourage Ship-.
¢¢ Building within the Province, to exempt all Veflels belonging to the Province from the Pay-
¢ ment of Port Dutics.”

In the Year 1688, the Lower Houfe, having under their Confideration a Letter from the Lords
of the Privy Council requiring an A& to be made to prevent the Exportation of Bulk Tobacco,
reported their Opinion, ¢ that the Prohibition would prove prejudicial to the Crown, with refpe&
¢ to the Cuftoms, becau e the Tobacco fit for Bulk, and unht for Cafk, would be left behind in
¢ the Country. 2dly, That it would be prejudicial to Lord Baltimore, becaufe the Prohibition
¢ would occafion a far lefs Quantity to be exported, and therefore his Lordfhip’s Revenue in the
¢¢ Impofition of t*Tonnage would be leflened.”

In the Year 1692, ‘when the Attempt was made, upon the Revolution of Government here,
to deprive Lord Baltimore of the Tonnage by an Alt ¢ntitled ¢ An A& for the Fourteen Pence
¢« Tonnage,” the Original Aét of 1661 *¢ for Port Dutics, and Mafters of Ships,” was recited.

In what Right Lord Baltimore is entitled to the Tonnage, is in the next Place to be confidered.

HE claims it as his Noble Anceftors did, and has always received it in thefame Manner they
did, as a Part of his Eftate ; and, whether this Claim is juft, or he ought not rather to be confider-
ed as a Truflee accountable to the Public for his A; plication of this Revenue, has been a Queftion.

By the original A& of 1661 the Tonnage is given to the Lord Proprictary, and his Heirs, ge-
nerally, and abfolutely.

In the Year 1646, an indefinite or perpetual A&, under the Title of < An Aét for Cuftoms,”
had paffed for the ¢ Support of the Lord Proprictary, and towards defraying the Expence that had
¢ been incurred in confequence of fome Difturbances in the Province.” By this Aét of 1646
a Cuftomlllf Tew Sbhillings Sterling per Hogfhead on all exported Tobacco, and alfo a Duty on
Wines and Hot Waters were impofed, and made payable to the Lord Proprictary ; but this Bur-
den on all Tobacco being too great, his Lordfhip, on the Reprefentation of the Affembly, was
induced to agree to a Sulpenfion of it by a temporary A& in the Ycar 1648, which granted to
his Lordfhip *¢ for the Term of Seven Years Ten Shillings Sterling, or the Value thereof, on
< every Hogfhead of Tobacco, or Quantity thereof, exported in any Dutch Veflels, not bound
« to any of his Majefty’s Ports. One Moiety of which Cuftom to be applied to the Satisfaction
s¢ of the Arrears and Claims, touching the late Recovery, and Defence of the Province.”
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At the Time this A& pafled, the Statutes of England not hindering Foreigners from Trading
to the Plantations, the Trade of the Dutch with this Province, for Tobacco, was very confider-
able.

AFTER the A& of 1648 had expired, and the Reftrictions on the Trade of Foreigners with the
Englip Plantations took Place, therc was no Room for the Revival of that Act; and the A&
of 1646 *¢ for Cuftoms” was in full Force by the Removal of the Sufpenfion agreed upon, du-
ring the Continuance of the A& of 1648.

WHEN Lord Baltimore was reftored to the Government, which had been feized by Cromwell’s
Commiffioners in the Year 1654, and adminiftered by them till the Ycar 1658, and the Peace
of the Province, which had been extremely difturbed by the Intrigues and Treachery of Gover-
nor Fendall, was fettled, his Lordthip inftrudted his Governor, Philip Calvert, Efq; who fucceeded
Fendall, to agree with the Aflembly for fome Provifion for his Lordfbip, and the Support of Govern-
ment, in Lieu of the Ten Shillings Sterling per” Hogfhead on @/l exported Tobacco granted by
the A& of 1646 ¢¢ for Cuftoms.” '

Tuis Overture, which gave the Affembly a Profpeét of the Country’s being relieved from a
Tax that laid too heavy a Preffure on the People, was received with fuitable Acknowledz-
ments ; and, in confequence of it, the Provifion his Lordfhip required for himfelf was madc by
the A& giving the Tonnage, or Port Duties, and that which he required for the Support of Go-

vernment



